Most cities are blessed with a district that exudes sheer ele

the air seems to carry the scent of money.

he grass in the heart of the
great circle grows in small, dry,
brownish patches. Bus fumes

and the furious barking of dogs
fil the air. Nonetheless, this is
where Israel’ finest sele
designer boutiques lives.
1 Aviv's Kikar Hamedina,

and glamorous.
Nearly every important
international designer is
represented in
tretch of bo
the atenion of styish shoppers
There is Dolce and
Gucgi, Christian Lacroix, Donna
Karan, et vous, Kenzo, Lolita
Lempicks, Gianni Versacce, Sonia
Rykiel, Ralph Lauren, Issey
Miakey, and the rest.

iques wying for

There also are several gourmet
food shops, and cafes crammed
h women walled in by a
formidable array of designer=

label shopping bags.
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Paris has Faubourg Saint Honore

And Israel?

about the alleged
recession that has hit Israeli
ailers? *Here recession is more
of a mood,” says Yoram Chisir
manager of the fabulously
expensive Gucci bou

yare
women stil shop here,

sometimes spending over
NIS 100,000 in a sin
shopping spre
Chisin knows exactly
chos
Kikar Hamedina: “The squ
nique in Tel Aviv. The peop
you see here are better looking
and better dressed than
anywhere else in the cty.
Unfortunately, of course, we
can't expect the same volume of
shoppers i Tel Aviv as in Mila
Paris, or New York®
The small Gucci boutique carries
clothes for men and women,
autiful bags, shoes, and other
accessories. Ther

crazy

y he

locate his boutique in

sexy Gucei panties
and bras discreetly adorned with
the distinctive "G log
Gucel's shoes, espe
variety of boots, are
breathtakingly gorgeous. But the
women's clothes, though trendy
and fashionable, call for a super-
model figure and some people

d say a racy taste

Not far from Gueei, a beautlf

designer,” says Margaret Perry,

»

nce, where

Manhattan has Fifth Avenue,

The great circe of Kikar
Homedinain Tt Aviv.

Neary every importont

intemnational designeris

representedhere



Most of the clothes are truly conservative,
but beautifully tailored from fine fabrics.

The stock is mostly for men but there is

too a fine selection of
women’s evening wear.

the store's manager.

“Ralph Lauren designs have an
‘old money" aura. They are for
people who were born and
reared to appreciate quality, for
people who won't buy clothes
that lose their beauty after one
wear," says Perry.

“Ralph Lauren loves designing for
men. He understands them and
knows their needs. Our clients
aren't fashion plates - although

some of the designs are very
fashionable, they are never
merely trendy.”

Most of the clothes are truly
conservative, but beautifully

61

tailored from fine fabrics. The
stock is mostly for men but there
is too a fine selection of women's

evening wear.
The decor of all Ralph Lauren
shops around the world is the

same, so this is probably the only

place in Tel Aviv where one can

feel magically transported to the

charming Hamptons.
Sunglasses, the ultimate 'must

have' accessory are not neglected

in Kikar Hamedina. Rami Levy,

whose shop ‘Marit Ein' supplies
stylish eyewear says his women
customers will buy two or three

pairs of sunglasses “in a season.”

Actually, the truly fashionable
buy their sunglasses in the
winter - when the new designer
collections hit the shops. This
coming winter, in addition to the
traditional black plastic frame,
wine-colored plastic frames will
also be very popular. Its
important to remember that steel
frames for sunglasses are
definitely out."

Marit Ein carries Calvin Klein,
Dior, Dolce and Gabbana and
eyewear by other fashion icons.
Although designer sunglasses are
pricey, they may prove a sane,
feasible opportunity for the not
so wealthy that wish to
experience the heady joy of their
very own designer item.

For those tired from the rigors of
strenuous shopping, enfeebled

==
The women's clothes in
Gucei and Ralph Lauren
are trendy and
fashionable but call for
a supermodel figure.
Above: Goya Jewellry.



‘People who

Crmss—————
In Marit Ein they say
that the truly

fashionable buy
sunglasses in the winter,
when the new designer

collections hit the shops.

but th

by the mental strain of a
depleted bank account, there is
only one possible refuge: Godiva
chocolate, and a lot of it. One of
the oldest shops in Kikar
Hamedina, Meir Leshem's tiny
cave of sweet wonders was
establish

“When | came here
nothing, | was a pioneer. This is
the only store in Israel that
carries G

usually buy this chocolate for
special occasions. Men buy it for
th men they Ic

even small children with
sophisticated ta

here was

ome h

7 are feeling low.”

hesitate for a long time, and then
carefully select just one piece.”
ocoll marvelous, it

rful gift, and it is defin

a kilogram, you might
want to choose with care. The
white chocolate praline filled
with creme fraiche and tiny bits
of pistachio is so good it will
make you weep into your
designer sunglasses. It is a
perfect end for a perfect
afternoon in Kikar Hamedina, at
the northern end of i

e always have mon
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